📘 “Malu Bhalu” – Competency-Based MCQs

1. The phrase “snow-white, snow bright” mainly helps the reader to
A. form a clear mental image
B. understand Malu’s strength
C. identify Malu’s fear
D. compare Malu with humans

2. Malu learning her parents’ skills at an early stage suggests that
A. learning needs force
B. observation supports learning
C. skills grow without effort
D. teaching limits freedom

3. The expression “beyond the big blue sky” symbolises
A. fear of danger
B. dislike for home
C. curiosity and ambition
D. need for rest

4. The mother’s advice to wait till summer reflects
A. confusion
B. strictness
C. carelessness
D. wisdom and foresight

5. Malu’s restlessness after hearing about patience highlights a child’s
A. lack of discipline
B. refusal to obey
C. weakness
D. natural eagerness to grow

6. The firm tone used by Malu’s mother before teaching swimming shows a balance of
A. fear and anger
B. punishment and control
C. pride and pressure
D. love and responsibility

7. Malu’s hesitation before swimming reflects
A. disrespect
B. refusal to learn
C. awareness of limitation
D. lack of trust

8. Holding her mother’s hand while jumping into the water indicates that courage develops through
A. competition
B. isolation
C. fear
D. guidance and support

9. The line “It didn’t matter wrong or right” emphasises
A. perfection
B. rules
C. effort over outcome
D. speed

10. Swimming coming naturally to Malu suggests that
A. fear blocks learning permanently
B. practice is unnecessary
C. skills cannot improve
D. confidence reveals ability

11. The phrase “brave mother’s brave young daughter” highlights
A. inherited courage through example
B. physical strength
C. comparison between generations
D. competition

12. Describing Malu as “special” at the end suggests that
A. obedience ensures success
B. luck decides ability
C. fear should not exist
D. bravery creates individuality

13. The poem overall supports the idea that learning is most effective when it is
A. forced suddenly
B. delayed intentionally
C. done alone
D. guided with trust and support

14. The mother’s role in the poem is best described as
A. indifferent
B. controlling
C. demanding
D. guiding and empowering

15. Malu’s journey from fear to confidence reflects a process of
A. punishment
B. memorisation
C. personal growth
D. competition

Reference to the Context

RTC – 1
“High up in an icy lair
Lived a little polar bear
Snow-white, snow bright was her mane,
Malu Bhalu was her name.”
Questions:
a) Identify the animal described in the extract.
b) Mention the place where the animal lived.
c) Describe the appearance of Malu’s mane in one word.
d) Write the proper noun used for the polar bear.
e) Indicate the weather condition suggested by the setting.

RTC – 2
“A little patience, child, said Mum,
In the summer when next it comes.
Summer?… Patience?… What a test!
Malu simply could not rest.”
Questions:
a) Point out the advice given by the mother.
b) Mention the time period referred to by the mother.
c) Indicate Malu’s reaction to the advice.
d) Choose the quality Malu struggles to practise.
e) Identify the speakers involved in the extract.

RTC – 3
“Brave mother’s brave young daughter!
Doubt and fear she left behind her.
Malu swam with all her might,
It didn’t matter wrong or right.”
Questions:
a) Point out the trait common to both mother and daughter.
b) Identify the emotions Malu overcomes.
c) Mention the action performed by Malu.
d) Indicate the level of effort shown by Malu.
e) Choose the idea conveyed about making mistakes.
Long Answer Question (LAQ)
1. Describe how Malu Bhalu develops courage in the poem. Explain how her mother helps her in this process.

Revised Hints for Students:
· Malu’s curiosity and desire to go far
· Mother’s insistence on learning an essential skill
· Malu’s initial hesitation and fear
· Support and example set by the mother
· Effort made by Malu without worrying about mistakes
· Final outcome showing Malu’s growth























Answer:
1. A
2. B
3. C
4. D
5. D
6. D
7. C
8. D
9. C
10. D
11. A
12. D
13. D
14. D
15. C

RTC – 1 : Answers
a) A polar bear
b) An icy lair / a cold place
c) Snow-white
d) Malu Bhalu
e) Extremely cold / icy

RTC – 2 : Answers
a) To practise patience and wait till summer
b) Summer
c) Restlessness / impatience
d) Patience
e) Mother and daughter

RTC – 3 : Answers
a) Bravery
b) Doubt and fear
c) Swimming
d) With full strength / with all her might
e) Effort is more important than being correct
